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Little did he know Papen. Their first few words together
told Hitler that Papen knew that he had recently been
assured of Hindenburg's confidence, and that at the moment
neither Papen nor Hindenburg had any idea of making
Hitler Chancellor. Papen informed him that at present
Hindenburg did not intend any change of Government.
But as Papen's own supporters, together with the National
Socialists, possessed a majority, Hindenburg would probably
consent to Hitler's appointment as Vice-Chancellor.
The word Vice-Chancellor was to Hitler like a red rag to
a bull. He believed himself called to be Fiihrer and Chan-
cellor, or nothing. Anything less was an insult to him.
For a whole hour Hitler's torrent of disgust was poured out
upon Papen, then snarling with rage he returned to his
headquarters in the Kaiserhof Hotel. There he took counsel
with Goebbels and Goering as to whether he should visit
Hindenburg. Whilst the three were still in conclave, Herr
von Planck, Papen's secretary, telephoned to Hitler telling
him that Hindenburg was expecting him at 4.15 p.m. In
a flash his mood changed, fie believed that a decision
had not yet been reached. Precisely at four-fifteen he
presented himself at the Presidency.
But the reception which awaited him was far worse than
he could ever have imagined. Hindenburg was enraged
because Hitler was accompanied by Captain Rohm, who,
because of his reputation as a homosexuaHst, was singled out
for Hindenburg's particular hatred. Moreover, he had
heard from Papen that Hitler had refused to support the
Government, and in unmistakable terms he reproached
Hitler for his bad faith. Finally he read out to the Fiihrer,
who had been expecting his own appointment, the new list
of ministers in Papen's cabinet. Hitler was not even asked
to sit down. After an interview lasting ten to fifteen minutes,
which was conducted with both parties standing, Hitler
was abruptly ushered out. A few minutes later a Govern-
ment communique, which treated the whole affair in a way
very detrimental to Hitler, was issued to all the newspapers.
The purport of this communiqu6 was that Hindenburg was